Journal to Stella

LITTER XXI

a book on that subject. I believe he has spent it all in one
paper, and all the under-hints there are mine too; but I
never see him or Addison, The queen is well, but I fear
will be no long liver; for I am told she has sometimes the
gout in her bowels (I hate the word bowels).   My ears
have been, these three months past, much better than any
time these two years; but now they begin to be a little
out of order again. My head is better, though not right;
but I trust to air and walking.  You have got my letter,
but what number? I suppose 18. Well, my shin has been
well this month. No. Mrs. Westley33 came away without
her husband's knowledge, while she was in the country:
she has written to me for some tea.   They lie; Mr.
Harley's wound was very terrible: he had convulsions,
and very narrowly escaped.   The bruise was nine times
worse than the wound: he is weak still.   Well, Brooks
married;34 I know all that.  I am sorry for Mrs. Walk's
eye: I hope 'tis better. O yes, you are great walkers: but
I have heard them say. Much talkers, Little walkers: and
I believe I may apply the old proverb to you; If you talkt
no more than you walkt, Those that think you wits would
be baulkt. Yes, Stella shall have a large printed Bible: I
have put it down among my commissions for MD. I am
glad to hear you have taken the fancy of intending to read
the Bible. Pox take the box; is not it come yet?^ This is
trusting to your young fellows, young women; 'tis your
fault: I thought you had such power with Sterne, that he
would fly over Mount Atlas to serve you. You say you
are not splenetick; but if you be, faith you will break poor
Presto's------1 won't say the rest; but I vow to God, if I
could decently come over now, I would, and leave all
schemes of politicks and ambition for ever.   I have not
33   Probably a mistake for 'Wesley'. See p. 3 n.15
34  Probably a reference to the marriage, which took pkce 29 Mar.
1711, between Henry Brooke, of Colebrooke, co. Fermanagh, M.P.
(ancestor of the Right Hon. Sir Basil Brooke, Bart.), and Lettice, daughter
of Benjamin Burton, the leading Dublin banker*
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